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that these new claims were as false as his pretension to
the Embassy had been, " since not a syllable from his
Majesty either to the Grand Signor, Vizier, or our Am-
bassador have mentioned any such matter or any colour
either of Commission or instruction did ever appear in
the Porte/' *

In short, the majority of the merchants backed Ben-
dyshe, who, after the manner that had become fashionable,
caused the pretender to be seized and imprisoned, his
houses to be ransacked, his goods and papers to be confis-
cated, and himself to be forcibly deported to England,
where, on his arrival, he was committed to the Tower,
tried, and sentenced to death for high treason.2

Presently Bendyshe's own loyalty fell under suspicion.
Some of the Roundheads in Turkey drew up against him
a lengthy indictment, the chief counts of Vhich were as
follows. After getting rid of the impostor Hyde, he
seized several " well-affected persons " and clapt them in
chains, because they refused to acknowledge him as
Charles IFs Ambassador, which he swore he was. Then
by offering the Grand Vizier a present of ten thousand
dollars he had the Capitulations renewed in the name of
that monarch. He was in correspondence with the
King of Scots and several other notorious enemies of the
Commonwealth beyond seas, and commanded his chap-
lain to pray for the King of Scots' restoration to the
government of England. Further he was charged with

1  See " Answer to Sir Henry Hide's Summons from the English
Nation at Smyrna," dated Aug. 3, 1650, in 5.P. Foreign, Turkey*
No. 17.

2  At the Restoration his brothers petitioned the House of
Lords that these arbitrary and malicious proceedings might be
condemned and those responsible for them punished for their
treachery, murder, and rapine by being excluded from the Act of
Indemnity.    See House of Lords Calendar, June 21, 1660, in
Hist. MSS. Comm. Rep. VII. 103.